City to get $1 4 million for sound walls on I-55

By Jennie ¥orb
Smﬂ’ writer

- Things cm.l]d s000 quiel dawn for Darien residents h1.-
1ng néar Interstate 55.

* The ity recently tearned it wi c-uid get $14 million in
federal funds secured by U5 Rep. Judy Biggert, R-13th
District, of Hinsdale, to help pay for- construction of a
sound barrier along I-55 between Lemont Road and Cass
Avetre.

12002, Darien and Willowbrook jointly hired Huff and
‘Huff Inc., an environmenta! engineering and consulting
firm based in La Grange, to conduct a noise shidy along
Eoute 33 in anticipation of the state’s plan to someday
widen that road. Darien expanded its portion of the study
to include 1-55 after hearing from residents who live near
the highway concerned about noise.
~ “We had the study done, and it showed how a wall
would reduce decibel levels of scund from the traffic on
the expressway,” said City Administrator Bryon Vana.
According to the study, which was completed last year,
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all but one of the 10 areas studied along I-55 expenmne

noise levels high enough to warrant some kind of abate- -
ment maasure now — and By 2020.all of therm will. The

study recommended noise walls to dimmish sound an
Route 83 and I-55, but pointed out those would not be
viable or economically feasible in some areas. o
Vana said the ity has not yetapplied for state granis for
the scund barrier on 155, but now that it has matching

funds secured from the federal government, i can ge{' that.

process started.

Acoording to a statement from Biggert's office, the con-
gresswoman wrote the chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommitlee on  Transportation,
Treasury and Independent Agencies in March, asking for
help for Darien’s project. The funding was included in the
Cmnibus Appropriations Bill passed by the House and
Senate Now: 20,

Peggy Concannon, who lives near 1-55 and has been
spearheading residents” efforts there for several years,
along with resident Joan Wayman, said she is very grate-
ful to Biggert for securing the funds.
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" "Thisishuge, this Lsabselutehr huge vehat [Blggert) wa’lq
~ablé o do-for us. .. This is a beautiful h{;hda}' present;”
Concannon said:

‘She’said the City and Tesidents have I}EEII wcrrkmg w1ﬂ1

“state -Sen. Christine Radogno, R-41st District, of La
~ Granige, and Darien Mayor Carmen Soldato had been tr],f
“irig to secure funds at the federal level.

Concaniioh pointed out that at an’;ége Ruad and
Carlisle Court, the road is lower than the expressway, and
there is just a litde fence and not much land between the

_expressway and the homes.

“We think it's really a safety issue as well as the nojse
izsue, and we think (the wallis) going tobe great for prop-
erty values in the neighborhood, as well,” Concannon
said. “It will probably take a couple more years, but it's
great news.”

She said the city had planned b meet in a few wecks
with residents living near I-55 to ask if they would be will-
ing to “step up to the plate” to help provide the matching:

- funds required for the state grant through some kind of

special assessment, but now that won't be necessary.
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