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Businesses seek to hold off smoking ban

Bar, theater, Chamber
say customers would go
to nearby communities

By Don Grigas
Seaff writer

The Woodridge Area Chamber of
Commerce and some of its members are
hoping Woodridge will hold off on crush-
ing out smoking in the village.

They are going to ask village officials to
adjust their imetable to enact a proposed
smoking ban until either the state, or other
surrounding communities, adopt their
own bans.

Over the past few weeks the village
has spught comments from residents via
telephone comment line and mail, and
will conduct a public hearing on the issue
beginning at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 1,
at Town Center, 5 Plaza Drive.

Afew weeks ago trugtees agreed to create
an ordinance banning smoking with two
exemptions — in private dwellings and at
tobacco shops — and is ex fovoteon
1t'Ihu.tsday,Mard115 with a target date of
Sunday, July 1, for implementation.
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board workshop trustees said they wanted
to voteon the proposed ordinance in March
in order to provide the village three months
to educate the public and businesses on the
ordinance and its ramifications.

The state of [linoisis considering a smok-
ing ban that could take effect Jan. 1, 2608,

“Believe me, if the state were to enact
a shatewide law prohibiting smoking, I

“Why the rush to put this in place? Can't
we wait until other communities are on
board so we all have the same level play-
ing field?” said Moore, who also operates

Shanahan's in Downers Grove.

Shanahan’s. in Woodridge is locat-
ed about a mile north of the border of

Bolingbrook, which is not considering a

municipal smoking ban at this time.

"I W ’ were more centrally
located in DuPage County and the entire
county were to enact a smoking ban, that
might be different. But with Bolingbrook
so close, and 0 many restaurants going
up on Boughton Road, my customers can
easily go there if they want to smoke while
having a drink,” Moore said.

Ted Bulthaup, owner of Hollywood
Boulevard Theater, 1001W. 75th St,
Woodridge, said he opposes a local ban
and has seen the impact a focal ban can
have on a business.

“l operated a similar theaker in

i is, and when that dity enacted a
smoking ban it resutted in a 25-percent loss
off business, so I came here,” Bulthaup said.

Hellywood Theater is a multi-screen
facility that provides food and beverages,
and allows smoking at its bar.

“I think the fight for a smoking ban is
noble, butas long as smoking is legal in this
country and the government gets tax rev-
enue from it then govemment shouldn't
restrict what I do in my theater,” Bulthaup
said. "They shouidn’t tell me how to cater to
my customers on something that is legal.”

Both proprietors said they will attend
the public hearing March 1.

. “] think everyone pretty much supports
& statewide ban. ... 1 just don’t want to see
our village go it alone,” Moore said.



